EDUCATION OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH

A blessed service:

“Blessed is that teacher who remaineth faithful to the Covenant of God, and occupieth himself with the education of children. For him hath the Supreme Pen inscribed that reward which is revealed in the Most Holy Book. Blessed, blessed is he!”
Bahá'u'lláh, in Bahá'í Education: A Compilation, p. 9

"...this teaching of the children is a service to the Blessed Perfection. Whosoever serves the world of humanity in this or any other way is serving His Holiness Bahá'u'lláh. Your heavenly reward is with Him. The education of children is one of the most great services. All these children are mine. If they are educated and illumined, it is as though my own children were so characterized...”

            (Talk of 'Abdu'l-Bahá in the Holy Land: Star of the West, Vol. XIII, No. 6, p. 172)


(Compilations, Lights of Guidance, p. 145)

Imperative service:

“Whatever the nature of the cluster, it is imperative to pay close attention to children and junior youth everywhere.  Concern for the moral and spiritual education of young people is asserting itself forcefully on the consciousness of humanity, and no attempt at community building can afford to ignore it.”

       The Universal House of Justice, December 27, 2005 letter to the Conference of the Continental  

       Boards of Counsellors. 

A duty of Assemblies:

“They must promote by every means in their power the material as well as the spiritual enlightenment of youth, the means for the education of children, institute, whenever possible, Bahá'í educational institutions, organize and supervise their work and provide the best means for their progress and development.”

(Shoghi Effendi, Baha'i Administration, p. 38)  (From a letter written by Shoghi Effendi to the
            Bahá'ís of the West, Japan and Australasia, March 12, 1923)
"So long as the mother faileth to train her children, and start them on a proper way of life, the training which they receive later on will not take its full effect. It is incumbent upon the Spiritual Assemblies to provide the mothers with a well-planned programme for the education of children, showing how, from infancy, the child must be watched over and taught. These instructions must be given to every mother to serve her as a guide, so that each will train and nurture her children in accordance with the Teachings."

('Abdu'l-Bahá: Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 138)

“At the heart of all activities, the spiritual, intellectual and community life of the believers must be developed and fostered, requiring: the prosecution with increased vigour of the development of Local Spiritual Assemblies so that they may exercise their beneficial influence and guidance on the life of Bahá'í communities; the nurturing of a deeper understanding of Bahá'í family life; the Bahá'í education of children, including the holding of regular Bahá'í classes and, where necessary, the establishment of tutorial schools for the provision of elementary education; the encouragement of Bahá'í youth in study and service; . . .”
The Universal House of Justice, Naw Ruz 1979 Message to the Bahá'ís of the World
