A Call to the Government of Iran:
Release Innocent Baha'i Detainees Facing Trial Immediately

to undergo trial at the Revolutionary Court very shortly. The Iranian Deputy Public Prosecutor has
recently announced that the seven Baha'is are accused of “espionage for Israel, insulting religious
sanctities and propaganda against the Islamic Republic.”

We have learnt that the seven Baha'is, detained in Tehran without charges since May 2008, are going

Amnesty International “considers the charges to be politically motivated and those held to be prisoners of
conscience, detained solely because of their conscientiously held beliefs or their peaceful activities on behalf of
the Baha'i community.”

We are appalled to note that during the nine months of their arbitrary detention, the seven Baha’is have been
denied access to their legal counsel, Nobel Laureate Shirin Ebadi, and that the five male detainees are now
being held together in a 10m? prison cell without basic amenities like beds.

We are also deeply concerned that Ms. Ebadi has not been allowed access to the files of the detainees.
Instead, she continues to be threatened and harassed.

In June 2008, prominent citizens of India had appealed to Iran to “abide by the international human rights
conventions it has ratified and release these detainees immediately.”

Along with many governments, parliamentary leaders and human rights organizations around the globe, we,
the undersigned, call once again on the Government of Iran to dismiss the arbitrary “politically motivated”
charges against the seven innocent Baha'i leaders and release them immediately and unconditionally.

At the very least, if the Baha'is are put on trial, we urge Iran to abide by the provisions of Article 14 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which it has ratified and is legally binding. This entails,
among others, that the detainees:

- Be granted at the very least a “fair and public hearing by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal”.
- Be “presumed innocent until proved guilty according to law”.

- Be given adequate time and facilities for the preparation of their defence and be able to communicate
with the counsel of their choice.

These citizens of Iran are innocent of the charges framed against them. They are law-abiding, loyal to their
government and working towards the betterment of society.

The Government of Iran should release them immediately or, at a minimum, try them fairly. This is one of the
basic rights of every man and woman on this planet. Should the detainees be denied a fair trial, it would be an
affront to the very notion of fundamental rights. m
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