Story of Mass Teaching in Texas in the 1970’s
What was the motivation for
the movement?
How was it done?
How was it organized?
How was it carried out?
What were the means of follow up and consolidation?
What were obstacles, if any?
Why did it stop?
Addressing these and other
questions about mass teaching.
Children of newly enrolled mass taught For the sake of time and brevBaha'is in Karnack Texas 1972. In
ity, we will look at one story of
front of their new Bahá'í Center. This
is about a year after the mass teaching efforts in Karnack. Here is the
started in that community.
rest of story.

Auxiliary Board member Paul
Pettit getting ready for his mass
teaching trip in early 1970’s while
Saeed Hedayati is learning.

What was the motivation behind the movement?
“Whosoever quickens one soul in this Cause is like unto one quickening all the servants and
the Lord shall bring him forth in the day of resurrection into the Ridván of oneness, adorned
with the Mantle of Himself, the protector, the mighty, the generous! Thus will ye assist your
Lord, and naught else save this shall ever be mentioned in this day before God, your Lord and
the Lord of your forefathers.”
Baha'u'llah, The Tablet of the Branch - from Bahá’í World Faith p.206
"Of all the gifts of God the greatest is the gift of Teaching. It draweth unto us the Grace of God
and is our first obligation. Of such a gift how can we deprive ourselves?”
Abdu'l-Baha, The Will and Testament, p. 24
“The Cause at present does not need martyrs who would die for the faith, but servants who
desire to teach and establish the Cause throughout the world. To live to teach in the present
day is like being martyred in those early days. It is the spirit that moves us that counts, not the
act through which that spirit expresses itself; and that spirit is to serve the Cause of God with
our heart and soul.”
Shoghi Effendi, Compilations, The Compilation of Compilations vol. II, p. 5
“Teaching the masses is the greatest challenge now facing the followers of Bahá'u'lláh. No
work is more important than that of carrying His Message with utmost speed to the bewildered and thirsting peoples of a spiritually parched world.”
The Universal House of Justice, November 1964, Wellspring of Guidance, page 42
“When the masses of mankind are awakened and enter the Faith of God, a new process is set
in motion and the growth of a new civilization begins. Witness the emergence of Christianity
and of Islam. These masses are the rank and file, steeped in traditions of their own, but receptive to the new Word of God, by which, when they truly respond to it, they become so influenced as to transform those who come in contact with them.”
The Universal House of Justice, July 13, 1964, Messages 1963 to 1986, p. 38

Remembering that Jesus found Peter fishing and gave him the glad tidings.
Remembering that the Báb found Mulla Husayn in the streets of Shiraz
and invited him to His home.

Remembering that Baha’u’llah accepted to be dragged down the streets of Tehran, in the
heat of summer, from Nyavaran to Siyah-Chal so that masses of people could see His Glory.
He walked the streets of Tehran looking for the poor and needy, and in Baghdad He went to
the café often so He could guide the searching souls.

In team teaching, was it not Mulla Husayn who went into the streets
giving the Message and inviting the waiting souls back to the House
of Babiyyeh where Quddus confirmed and deepened them?
Following the examples set by martyrs and striving to emulate the
early believers of the Faith, our spiritual forefathers.
Group of believers of
`Accá.
Sitting at the right end
is the honored Jenabe
Zaynul-Muqarrabin.
The third standing from
your right is respected
Mishkin Kalam, the
great calligrapher.
Apostles of Bahá’u’lláh

How was it done?
Mass teaching started in Texas, in 1970. At first, the participants were not familiar with the
process and were very shy and timid about doing it. Many laughed at it and walked away.
Many said that this was not dignified and should not be done. But many persisted and
thought that the only way some of those masses would be able to learn about the Faith was by
Baha’is going to their area and approaching them, therefore they continued and persevered.
As a result, help from on High started pouring in, and confirmations sustained them.
Initially, they went to parks and usually an area where people
were either sitting on their porches or were in the street. Bahá’ís approached them by saying, “Hi, have you heard of Bahá’u’lláh? The atmosphere was so charged with spirit and
warmth that people were wondering what kind of relatives we
were, as if they knew us. This process cannot truly be explained unless a person, relying on Bahá’u’lláh, tries it and sees how the power of the Holy
Spirit will change things. Anyway, next the Bahá’ís very politely mentioned that something
great happened over 150 years ago, it has something to do with God and His message, and
asked if they had a few minutes as they would like to share this message with them. At this
point, no answer or silence meant yes, tell me. If they did not want to hear about
it, they would clearly mention it. Anyway, with silence, yes, Baha’is used what we
called “the Ahmadiyeh book”, at first it was green and was called the green book,
then it became the orange book (that was our Anna’s presentation then with pictures and in a simple form). We had brief ten-minute home or street visits with
them, telling them all what they needed to know to enroll in the Faith. Here is that
entire presentation: (If you zoom to higher percentage, you can read the entire presentation).

At this point the process of enrollment began, by simply inviting them and
showing them how they could join and become a Bahá’í, if they believed this
was true, then three questions were asked, and if the answers were affirmative, then they were enrolled. Bahá'ís did not put any obstacle in the way of
new enrollees and did not judge them, or underestimate their spiritual capacity; teachers simply followed the guidance and the
process.
After enrollment, the new Bahá'ís were welcomed, and were told that
they are now Bahá’í and needed to learn more, and were given the
booklet “God’s New Age”. They were told that God wants them to say

their prayers every day. The teacher showed them the Noon-day prayer and read it with
them. A few laws were mentioned, and the teacher promised that within a week or so, some
Bahá'í would return to go over that book further (see Follow up for
what is called consolidation).
After awhile, the Bahá'ís got bolder and bolder and went to a more
influential part of town, but could not find many people out in the
street or on their porches. However, they did not give up. Bahá'ís
devised an invitation handout and started knocking at the doors inviting people to the meetings, meanwhile looking for those gems and
waiting souls.

How was it organized? How was it carried out?
Mass teaching started picking
up momentum with every
passing day. Auxiliary Board
member Paul Pettit met with
the East Texas Number One
District Teaching Committee
and many Local Spiritual Assemblies in East Texas and formulated the “TEJAS CAMPAIGN”, which was launched
January 1972, and lasted until Mr. Pettit in 1964 when he was serving on the NaRidván 1973. Here is that cam- tional Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá'ís of the
paign. (If you increase the % United States of America
of zoom you should be able to read the document with no difficulties.)
Teaching teams were formed, and the two institutions of learned and rulers collaborated, guided, and participated in every weekend teaching effort, and moved the friends from victory after victory.

Mr. Pettit in 1974
when he was walking
down the streets
searching for souls
and serving as Auxiliary Board member

The program of weekend teaching efforts consisted of the following: Friends came together, prayed together, sang together, and in
the afternoon went out and taught the Faith together .

What was the means of follow up and consolidation?
Follow up and consolidation took place immediately. Older communities were assigned to consolidate new communities. During
that time Baha’is were allowed to form Assemblies during the year.
In some weekends the teams formed five or
six Assemblies. Newly enrolled Baha’is
were immediately encouraged to teach, and
indeed they did, teaching the Faith to their
families and neighbors. See the “Story of
Mass Consolidation in Texas in the 1970’s”.

Interesting note: The mass teaching in Texas was so successful in Texas that the Continental
Board of Counsellors decided to have a meeting in Bridgeport, TX, in the mid-1970’s and invited Auxiliary Board members in U.S. and Canada to come and observe mass teaching and
learn this process. Counsellor Lloyd Gardner, while in Wichita Falls, after 10 minutes observance, took off on his own and was moved to approach people and teach the Faith. He
walked the streets like a lion, as if a bolt of lightning had hit him. He sat with people on the
benches and visited with them like brothers. After hours of teaching, still he was not stopping, but continued teaching, and therefore was late returning for dinner.
What were obstacles, if any?
Yes, obstacles were numerous and staggering, whether it was the constant movement every
weekend, or whether it was some of the believers who had a challenge understanding the
efforts, or whether it was the energy and time it took for consolidation without the system
that exists now in the institute process guided by the Universal House of Justice.

Why it was not sustained?
Mostly the participants were youth and college students, and
many from the Killeen, Texas, army base. Then students
graduated, youth became adults and pioneered to goal areas,
soldiers were transferred, and some others simply ran out gas,
because we did not have the God-given system of the Institute
process and core activities that we have now. There was not
much outside help. In retrospect, we see the importance of the
statement of The Universal House of Justice in their 27 December 2005 message to the Conference of the Continental
Boards of Counselors, namely: “None of the accomplishments
of the individual or the community could be sustained without Bahá'ís were immersed in the sea of
the guidance, encouragement and support of the third partici- new believers
pant in the Plan--the institutions of the Faith.”
For the sake of time and brevity, we will look at one example of success of mass teaching
in Texas and share the story of efforts in Karnack.
Karnack is in east Texas about four hours drive
from Dallas. One weekend in February of 1972, as
a part of our Unity invasions of Tejas Campaign,
we all gathered at the home of Mr. and Mrs. WatKarnack
son, in Marshall, Texas, and used it as a center of
our activities, and made five or six teams of two
or three each and went to the neighboring virgin
cities like Waskom ,Jefferson and Karnack, especially. Within few hours we enrolled enough Bahá’ís in
Karnack to form their Assembly.
Then immediately we assigned some family from Dallas
area to go there and deepen and do follow up consolidation. Those consolidator teams went to Karnack every
weekend without exception, and after a year we were
able to have a solid community there. Later Mrs. Katie
Jefferson offered part of her shop to become the Bahá’í
Center; Mr. and Mrs. Porter, who were Catholic before
becoming Bahá’ís and had many children, helped to
Consolidator team and the Bahá'ís of Karnack have the Center ready; youth from all over helped to
clean and paint the Center which was ready for dedication. Here are some pictures of
friends at the Baha’i Center at the dedication and in later years.

